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The March 2003 Little Hoover Commission report “For Our Health & Safety: Joining Forces to 
Defeat Addiction,” recommended increased coordination at the State and local levels among the 
entities responsible for financing and managing public alcohol and drug systems. These 
recommendations are being revisited in a pending report from the Commission, which will again 
recommend greater coordination of substance abuse prevention and treatment programs across 
state government. 
 
One of the major areas in which an increased level of coordination is needed is in the area of 
leveraging and maximizing use of existing financial resources. A prerequisite to such an effort is 
to identify the multiple funding sources that exist at state and local levels. 
 
Nationally the AOD field is increasingly moving toward improved utilization of data and 
increased use of outcomes as components of heightened system accountability. The State of 
Arizona is currently utilizing an annual inventory of publicly supported prevention and treatment 
programs as a tool for managing their system. The Blueprint Report prepared by a task force 
chaired by former Governor Dukakis and convened by Join Together also called for states to 
develop an annual inventory of this type that could cut across all agencies with roles in 
prevention and treatment. 
 
Historically there has been no single entity at the state level in California responsible for tracking 
substance abuse-related funding across agencies. The added complexity of centrally tracking 
funding profiles in 58 different counties adds further barriers to the task of getting an accurate 
picture. However, building on earlier work done by CFF, we have developed a draft all-funds 
inventory for fiscal year 2008/09 that attempts to identify statewide spending for both treatment 
and prevention totaling $1.06 billion, well above the $663 million listed in ADP’s proposed 
budget. 
 
These are estimates, in some cases.  They should be updated and revised based on agencies’ 
more refined information and legislative action.  But at present, there is no mechanism in state 
government to do so; nowhere in the state government are these estimates added up. What is 
clear from these totals and estimates is that the all-funds substance abuse budget is considerably 
larger than what ADP spends, presenting significant challenges to the effort to coordinate 
expenditures and programs that have never been inventoried as a whole. 
 
We welcome comments on this draft and suggestions for refinement and revision. 
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All-Funds Budget Estimates for Substance Abuse Treatment and Prevention in 
California from 2008-2009 Proposed Budget 
 
ADP Budget $662.513 million total Totals in 000s 
State General Fund   Methamphetamine 

initiative 9.0 
Drug Court Act  16.214 
Drug Medi-cal Regular 
75.260 
Drug Medi-cal Perinatal 
4.353 

$196.824 

Proposition 36  90.071 
DUI Program Licensing 
Fund  

 1.519 

Other ADP Funds   4.094 
Indian Gaming Fund  3.281 
Federal Trust Fund SA PT Block Grant 

260.713 
$10.314 million Safe and 
Drug Free Schools 
Access to Recovery 
Grant $4.830 
SBIRT grant  3.519 

277.897 

CDC Parolee Services 
Network 

 11.202 

Other reimbursements  77.822 
Budgeted and 
estimates from non-
ADP sources 

 0 

Other Corrections 192.193 [CR24]1 
15.687  [page CR18] 
2.178 [CR22] 
5.475 
25 million reimbursed 
from ADP 

240.533 

CalWORKS [in DSS 
budget] 

 50.244 

CalWORKs [in DMH 
budget] 

Estimate of treatment 
funding from MH 
allocation—10% of 
68.211 million] 

6.821 

MHSA/Proposition 63 Estimate of 5% of total 
allocated to counties of 

34.15 

                                                 
1 http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/pdf/GovernorsBudget/5210/5225.pdf  
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$683 million [05-06 
projected level]2 

Child Welfare Services 
(CWS) 

[est. 2% of total local 
assistance non- foster 
care expenditures of $2.6 
billion in counties that 
use CWS funding for 
treatment] 

52. 

First Five Commissions [est. 2.5% of county  
allocations of $468.49 
million]3 

11.725 

Indian Health 
Clinics/DSS* 

 0 

Healthy Families [Narrow benefit, but 
some funding; ADP cites 
1,468 received funding in 
2005-06; estimate 
assumes treatment 
episode was $1,000] 

1.468 

Total  $1059.651 
 

*Items for which an estimate is not possible 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
2 DMH has indicated that it cannot estimate how much has been allocated for substance abuse treatment for persons 
with co-occurring mental illness and substance use disorders; its reports refer to specific models of such projects at 
the county level. 
3 The 2006-07 Report of the State Commission indicates that 5% of services provided to children were “behavioral 
services,” which included mental health and substance abuse; the estimate assumes half of that addressed the effects 
of substance abuse. http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/pdf/annual_report_pdfs/Annual_Report_06-07.pdf  


